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TEXT

Luke 15:1-3,11-13,20

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to 
hear him. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, "This man 
receives sinners and eats with them."  3So he told them this parable:
11And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger 
of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is 
coming to me.' And he divided his property between them. 13Not many 
days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a 
far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.  
20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and 
kissed him.

Matthew 26:14-16,36-50
14Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the 
chief priests 15and said, "What will you give me if I deliver him over to 
you?" And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16And from that moment 
he sought an opportunity to betray him.

 36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said 
to his disciples, "Sit here, while I go over there and pray." 37And taking 
with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful 
and troubled. 38Then he said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to 
death; remain here, and watch with me." 39And going a little farther he 
fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will." 40And he came 
to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, "So, could 
you not watch with me one hour? 41Watch and pray that you may not 
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
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42Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, "My Father, if 
this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done." 43And again he 
came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So, leaving 
them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the 
same words again. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 
"Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son 
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; 
see, my betrayer is at hand."   47 While he was still speaking, Judas 
came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the 
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; 
seize him." 49And he came up to Jesus at once and said, "Greetings, 
Rabbi!" And he kissed him. 50Jesus said to him,  "Friend, do what you 
came to do."  Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him.

Some of you may remember the late king of Jordan, Hussein. Hussein bin 
Talal.  He was the king of Jordan for decades.  Well, one night in the early 
1980’s, the king was informed by his security police that there was a plot 
to remove him from the throne.  That very night, they told him, in fact at 
that very moment, 75 Jordanian army officers were meeting at a nearby 
military barracks, hatching their plot.  If they followed through with their 
plot, the nation of Jordan would be plunged into civil war.  Tens of 
thousands of innocent civilians would lose their lives. (As told by Arabic 
scholar Kenneth Bailey in his book, Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes)

It’s hard to comprehend the idea of such a betrayal.  A betrayal that would 
be carried out at any price. 

Yet, when Judas offered to the chief priests to hand Jesus over to them, he 
was doing the same.  He was betraying the King.  By this point, Jesus’ Palm 
Sunday royal parade had already occurred.  As for the price of the 
betrayal, Judas didn’t haggle over the low reward of thirty pieces of silver.  
In spite of his greed, it appears Judas would have sold Jesus at any price.

Even harder to comprehend is that Judas would betray Jesus by way of a 
kiss.  While that kiss is central to that betrayal, a kiss is central also to the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son. 
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When the Prodigal gets up from feeding pigs to go to his father, while 
he was still a long way off his father runs out to him and embraces and 
kisses him.  Kisses this son who had betrayed him and his community 
by asking for his share of the property.  And in order to take that 
property with him to the far country, in haste he had sold that property 
without regard for the price. 

The kiss is central to both accounts.  In each, the kiss gets at the heart 
of the issue. In both cases, the deepest issue is not the money.  The 
deepest issue is the loss of relationship through betrayal.  Both the 
Prodigal and Judas throw away a relationship.  How often do we let 
money damage relationships? 

The same thing happens when we take God’s gifts and insist on using 
them according to our judgment and control with no consideration of 
what the Giver wants us to do with them.  The deepest issue is not the 
potential waste of those gifts but what this does to our relationship with 
our Father.  It distances us from Him, breaks our relationship with Him.

But our Father will not stop at any price to restore the relationship He 
wants to have with us.  Even the giving up of His Son.  That’s where the 
kiss is central. Jesus included it in His parable.  At the time He told the 
parable, did He already know that it would be by a kiss that Judas would 
be betray Him?  He accepted Judas’ kiss knowing full well what it would 
mean: His humiliation at the cross.  That was the price of restoring the 
relationship between God and us.  And that’s also the price the father in 
the parable pays for running out to his son and kissing him. Humiliation.  
To restore the relationship.  

Another picture of the cross in this parable.

When King Hussein of Jordan received word of the plot to overthrow 
him, he asked for a helicopter.  He flew to the military barracks where 
those 75 Jordanian army officers were plotting the coup.  They landed on 
the roof. King Hussein got off and sent the pilot on.  He went down two 
flights of stairs and walked right into the room where those 75 officers 
were meeting and hatching their plot.  
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The king said to them:

“Gentlemen, it has come to my attention that you are meeting here 
tonight to finalize your plans to overthrow the government, take over 
the country, and install a military dictator.  If you do, many innocent 
people will die. T here is no need for this.  Here I am!  Kill me and 
proceed with your plan.  That way, only one man will die.”

After a moment of stunned silence, each one of the officers came 
forward to kiss the king’s hand and pledge loyalty to him for life.

The price that king offered is the price Jesus paid.  The kiss is central.  It 
speaks of what is really at stake. 

Relationship

Loyalty

Love

This for us is always imperfect.  The price Jesus paid, though, always 
restores the relationship.  It is our strength to repent and strive to seek 
His will in the use of all we have.  That’s our Father’s will.  And He pays 
any price, even the humiliation of His Son at the cross to achieve it. 

A kiss is proof of that.

Amen
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